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The notation ΨUoBΩ indicates a photograph has been sourced from Historical Photographs of China, 

University of Bristol (www.hpcbristol.net). 

 

An executive order of the Yangtse Shipping Administration on 25 November 1966 decreed that 

large Yangtse steamers with JIANG and MIN names were immediately to be renamed in a new 

DONG FANG HONG series. Shanghai-Hankow mainline vessels were given numbers from DFH 1 to 

DFH 10. A daily sailing on this route required seven vessels to be in service each week.  

 

Smaller vessels on shorter routes were given two and three digit numbers. Branch allocations for 

vessels with three digits were DFH 1-- (Chongqing Branch), DFH 2-- (Wuhan Branch), DFH 3-- (Wuhu 

Branch) and DFH 4-- (Shanghai Branch).   

 

On 1 July 1984 a further executive order advised that all DONG FANG HONG vessels were to be 

renamed with JIANG names and a number, namely JIANG YU (Chongqing Branch), JIANG HAN 

(Wuhan Branch), JIANG WU (Wuhu Branch) and JIANG SHEN (Shanghai Branch). It is likely that 

some of the vessels with names in the range DONG FANG HONG 1 to 9 briefly bore the so far 

undocumented names JIANG HAN 9, JIANG HAN 10, JIANG HAN 11 and JIANG HAN 12, before they 

were laid up and retired about this time. 

 

DONG FANG HONG (0) to DONG FANG HONG 10 (large steamers) 

 

DONG FANG HONG (no number) 577/25  

Built by J.L. Thorneycroft & Co. Ltd, Southampton for Fung Kan-Yu, Hong Kong for Upper River όрΩ 

low season draft) as FUSHUN. 27/9/25 sailed Southampton for Hong Kong (9/12) where after speed 

trials (14.6k) 5/1/26 sailed for Shanghai and Ichang. LR27 Italian flag. By mid-1928 owners Fushun 

S.S. Co. (Koenig Bros, mgrs), Bremen. c.1931 Shu Ping S.N. Co. (Tong Fu Chao, mgr), Shanghai, name 

romanised as FOO SHUN. 22/4/32 ownership taken over by Ming Sung Industrial Co. Ltd., Shanghai 

r. MING CHU . 1936 transported Chiang Kai-shek to Sichuan. 1949 name romanised as MIN 

CHU. 1952-54 rebuilt by Kiangnan shipyard based on Volga River design for 400 pass r. CHIANG HSIA. 
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27/10/54 first voyage Shanghai-Chungking. 10/55 designated a VIP vessel for leaders and foreign 

dignitaries. 1958 name romanised as JIANG XIA. 26/2/58 Premier Zhou Enlai boarded for inspection 

of Three Gorges. 29/3-1/4/58 Chairman Mao travelled Chungking-Hankow. Again Chairman Mao on 

board 15-16/9/58 from Hankow. 30/6-мκтκрф /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ aŀƻΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ ǾƻȅŀƎŜ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜŘ ōȅ ǇŀǊǘȅ 

and state leaders Liu Shaoqi, Zhu De, Zhou Enlai, Chen Yiwu, Wang Guangmei, Kang Keqing, and 

Deng Yingchao. 11/66 r. DONG FANG HONG. NFI. [A new JIANG XIA was built in 1975. See DONG 

FANG HONG 52.] 

  
C¦{I¦b ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊΩǎ ǘǊƛŀƭǎ (Ivon A. Donnelly) 

 

MING CHU ex-FUSHUN ascending the Hsintan Rapid at low water (N.T.B. Tibbets).. 



 

CHIANG HSIA ex-MING CHU 

 

DONG FANG HONG ex CHIANG HSIA getting underway at Chungking with Party leaders  

including Mao Zedong at the railing (http://www.pai-hang-bang.com/meitu). 

http://www.pai-hang-bang.com/meitu


DONG FANG HONG 1  2665/95 (290 x 43Ω, 2sc, T3cyl x 2) 

Built by London & Glasgow Eng. & Iron S.B. Co. Ltd, Glasgow for ICSNC as KUT-WO. 8/12/41 seized 

by Japanese at Hankow. 6/42 to Toa Kaiun K.K., Tokyo r. RENZAN MARU. Became casualty but salved 

and reverted to ICSNC. 5/47 t/f to joint venture An Wo Industries Ltd, Shanghai r. AN KONG. 5/49 

under Communist control. 1952 to Ming Sung Shg. Co., Shanghai r. MING CHU. 1958 name 

romanised as MIN CHU. Ca. 1960 rebuilt with modernized hull form and larger superstructure. 

11/66 r. DONG FANG HONG 1. Early 1980s withdrawn from service, NFI. 

 
KUT-WO in 1930s, notable sheer for a Yangtse steamer (Alan Lee colln). 

 

1920s KUT-WO or SUI-WO at Shanghai (US Naval History & Heritage Command NH77134). 

 
Unidentified Ming Sung steamer, Shanghai 1940s or 1950s, thought to be MING CHU ex-KUT WO (Internet) 



 
Rebuilt MING CHU ex-KUT WO outward bound in Shanghai 

http://ayuczds.blog.163.com/blog/static/22154207320135173213612/. 

 
MIN CHU (Hubei Pictorial - https://m.sohu.com/a/193841045_256096/). 

 
MIN CHU approaching Shanghai in 1959 (Dr. George Wilson). 

 

Final guise of DONG FANG HONG 1 ex-MIN CHU in late 1970s (Ted Scull). 

http://ayuczds.blog.163.com/blog/static/22154207320135173213612/


 

DONG FANG HONG 1 moored behind coastal steamer GONG NONG BING 19 (3839/64)  

at Shanghai in 1979 (Jean E. Norwood, LoC colln). 

 

Probable DONG FANG HONG 1 alongside a new 5000-ton DONG FANG HONG 11 class ca. 1980                                                        

(YangtzeBoats@YouTube). 

 

DONG FANG HONG 2  3298/06 όомлΦл Ȅ ппΦлΩΣ н-sc, T6cy/243 nhp) 

Built by Kawasaki Zosensho, Kobe for Nippon Yusen Kaisha, Tokyo for Yangtse River as YOH YANG 

MARU. 1907 t/f to Nisshin Kisen K.K. 15/8/37 left Shanghai for Nanking, where seized by Chinese 

DƻǾΩǘ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ China Merchants S.N. Co., Shanghai r. KIANG HAN. Mid-1939 hauled 

into Upper Yangstse. 23/6/49 sailed from Nanking with 1000 CCP cadres, arriving Hankow 28/6. 

1949 CPSNC, name romanised CHIANG HAN. 12/53 successfully achieved 6 day round trip. 1958 

name romanised JIANG HAN. 1966 r. DONG FANG HONG 2. Rebuilt at Wuhan, new machinery. 

28/9/73 received award for safe completion of one million nautical miles. 8/84 seen laid up 

upsteam of Wuhan, NFI. 

 
YOH YANG MARU running trials off Kobe for NYK (Kawasaki H.I.).  



 
YOH YANG MARU at speed on the Yangtse (Warren Swire colln). 

 
YOH YANG MARU from the Nisshin Kisen history. 

 

YOH YANG MARU damaged after a collision with KIANG HSIN, date unknown (Warren Swire colln). 



 
YOH YANG MARU at Hongkew wharf (postcard in SK colln). 

 
KIANG HAN in late-1940s (http://60.250.180.26/theme/theme-33/33-index.html). 

 

CHIANG HAN in Yangtse Bureau colours (http://ndcjzd.com/NewsInfo.aspx?Id=1228). 



 
DONG FANG HONG 2 under major refit, evidently receiving a new main boiler. Stern plating/porthole  

arrangements match YOHYANG MARU identified by LR as CHIANG HAN (The Yangtse River). 

 

DONG FANG HONG 2 after refit (http://ayuczds.blog.163.com/blog/static/22154207320135173213612/). 

 

DONG FANG HONG 2 at Shanghai in 1973 (Michael Rogge Shanghai 40 Years AgoYouTube). 


